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TO THE 


READER 


Hs Sermon having met with 
be general Good. liking of thoſe 
who heard it Preach'd, I venture 
to publiſh, in hopes it may 
have the ſame Succeſs in Print, which it 
had in the Pulpit. — „ 
The Subject of it being uncommon, 
and wit hal exceeding uſeful and neceſſary, 
cannot but find Acceptance with all Good 
Chriſtians who defire the Peace and Elif 
cation of the Church: and this I hope is 
ſufficient to jnſtiſie the Publication thereof. 
I am not concern'd what Fudgment any 

one ſhall paſs on the Meanneſs of this Per- 
formance, or my own Unworthineſs ; be- 
cauſe the Wiſeſt and Belt are ever Candid 
| # and 


" Preface t to the Reader. 


— Charitable, and ſuch I am for al 
commend the Zeal, and excuſe the De- 
ett 

/ A to the Sell. conceited, who. are given 
to calumnia te, I pity their Weakneſs and 
deſpiſe their Cenſure, as mitth as J abhor 
their Pract ice. My Aim and hearty De- 
fire 1s to benefit All, and offend 9 
and the Reader of the following well meant 


Diſcourſe, if he will fo receive it, let 
him receive it. 
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Page 9. inſtead of Eilifjing read, Religion 6Þ- 15s inſtead 
of Places read Place: 


1 Cox, iii. ver. 5, 6, 7. 


Who then is Paul, and who is Apollo? 


but Miniſters by whom yeu believed, as 
the Lord hath given unto every one. 
J have planted, Apollo watered, but Gon 
gave the Increaſe. b 
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
nor he that watereth, but God that 
giveth the Increaſe. = © 


= 1 7 that Great Apoſtle of 


the Gentiles and Saint of this Place, 
being now at Epheſus, and hearing of 
— great Diſorders in the Church which 
he had planted at Corinth, writes to them this 

Epiſtle to regulate them. | 
He begins with reproving their Schiſm and 
Diviſions, which were firſt occaſiond by their par- 
tial preferring of Miniſters and ſetting them up 
in oppoſition to one another: For ſo, as Expounders 
tell us, St. Chryſoſtom, and Theodoret teſtifie. 
Corinth being then a rich and flouriſhing City, the 
Poorer ſort of Chriſtians were inclin d to chooſe 
for their Teachers thoſe that were Rich, au 
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moſt able to relieve their Neceſſities; but the 
Richer ſort | choſe ſome of the moſt Learned, and 
Popular Philoſophers, whom they magnifid a- 
bove che Apoſtle, and judged to be capable of 
Teaching them more than he, and others Conſti- 
tuted by him, were able to do. Fe 
This occaſion d great Diviſion, Detraction, 
Envy, and Strife amongit them, which the A- 
poltle ſharply reproves, in the firſt Chapter, and 
carneſtly entreats them, for the future, to avoid. 
To that end he ſhews, that they ought not to ſet 
up the Miniiters of Chriſt, one againſt another, 
or extol any of them, upon account of their 
Wealth, Parts, or Eloquence, to the Diſparage- 
ment and Contempt of others; and therefore 
| ſays he, in the Words of my Text, Who then is + 
Paul, or who is Apollo? I have planted the Gofpel 
amongſt you, Apollo water d; him I left to take 
care of, to inſtruct, and confirm you in the Faith; 
but aſter ail, it is God that gave tle Increaſe. So 
then, neither is he that planteth any thing the more 
to be preferred upon that Account, as if the Suc- 
_ ceſs of his Doctrine depended on his Skill, and 
_ Sufficiency, nor he that waters, but we ought to 
aſcribe the Glory of all our Succeſs, in the work of 
the Miniſtry, to the Grace of God, working on willi 
and teachable Tempers, that giveth the Increaſe. f 
From this Deſign and Explanation of the Text 


IC 


or 1 


2 „„ 


Parochial Communion. © 


ö 


* 


211 


= 1 mmm 


— — 


A. 


had form d, to juſtifie their Schiſm, was the pre- 
rence of better Edification. And it is as eaſie fo 
obſerve, that this Pretence has prevail'd. in all 
Ages of the Church, to the great Scandal of 
_ Chriſtianity ever ſince; inſomuch, that the Di- 
viſions it has raisd among Chriſtians have hard- 
ned Infidels in their Unbelief, and been the main 
hindrance of their Converſion. : 

Since then, this Pretence is ſo plauſible an Ex- 
cuſe, and ſo commonly pleaded, not only by Sepa- 
ratiſts, but alſo by thoſe of our own Church, who 
deſpiſe their own Pariſh, and Miniſter, as the on- 
ly reaſon why they do not Communicate fo often 
with their Paſtor,” as they ought, viz, Becauſe be 
is not, in their opinion, ſo edifying as another; I beg 
leave therefore, in Diſcourſing of ſo uncommon, 
yet lo very neceſſary a Subject, to conſider what 
theſe Men mean by ap eee 

This I ſhall do, by ſhewing, 

I. Negativeh, what it is not. | 
II. And affirmatively, what it is, and wherein it 
really conſiſts. T 
INF. After this I will lay before you ſome gene- 
ral Directions, whereby you may attain unto a 
true Subſtantial and Saving Edification. 

I. Some People are ſo weak and fanciful, as to 
Oe B 2 place 


it appears, that one Excuſe, which the Corinthians 
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Theſe Men arc Hot and Cold by Fits, and their 
Edification riſes or falls like a Weather-glaſs as 
the Heat, Conſtitution, or Temper of their Tcach- 
er is. They aſcribe their Edification altogether 
to his Natural Abilities, his Strength of Voice or 
Elegancy of Style, his good Aſſurance, and bold Be- 
baviour. He that wants theſe Qualifications, his 
Preſence is weak and mean, his Doctrine, though 
it be never ſo ſound or wholſome, is accounted 
Inſipid and Contemptible. ; p 
Thus theſe Men conſider their Teachers only 
in their Natural Capacities, not as Spiritual Pa- 
ſtors, whom God has plac'd over them, whom for 
that reaſon, they ought to cleave to, and thank 
God for, whatever their Perſonal Merits: be, if 
there be any Strength in St. Paul's Argument 
in my Text. For ſays he to this effect, Edifi- 
cation does not depend ſolely, nor chiefly upon 
the Sufficiency of Miniſters, but on the Grace of 
God that giveth the Increaſe, There is no. doubt 
of it, the Minifters of Chriſt are to become 
all things unto all Men, after St. Paul's Ex- 
ample, 
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tion. But this is better done, and with more 


Safety and Succels, when they ſtrive to move and 


perſwade and inſtruct the People committed to 
their Charge with cool and ſedate Methods, with 
Strength of Argument, and Dint of Reaſon, and 
unaffected Seriouſneſs; for the way to make Men 


truly Edifying and Good, is to make them firſt 


Judicious and Wiſe. Look into all the Errors 
that ever crept into the Church, and you will 
find that the way whereby they have been ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully propagated was the Pretence of better E- 
dification, which the ignorant People placd in 


extravagant Noiſe, and Heat, frightful and 


fiaical Geſtures, outragious Bl iſphemies, and im- 
pertinent Harangues, which being perform'd with 
fo much affected Energy and Zeal, the common 
People ſwallow'd down for Divine Raptures and 
Heavenly Doctrines. 5 

Hence ſome of our Church fooliſhly argue, If 
the Methods which Separatiſts uſe to draw away the 
People from the Church, be, by your own Confeſſion, ſo 
ſucceſsful, and prevailng, then you the Miniſters of 
the Church ſhould uſe that ſame method to prevent the 
: 5 
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plain d of one another, and their Followers, 


peoples departing from you, and therefore you ſhould 
Preach and Pray after the ſame manner as Separatiſts. 
do, and to prevent a greater Evil, condeſcend to the Weaks 


neſs and Folly of the ignorant and giddy Multitude. 


But I have oblery'd already what Miſchief this 
Method of Rome and Geneva has done to the 
Chriſtian Church in all Ages; and they who con- 


tinue this Practice in the Eſtabliſh d Church of Eng- 


land, encourage idle and fiche People to wan- 


der from Church to Church by drawing them 


from their own Miniſter, and by prejudicing 


them againſt him; and this oftentimes occaſions 
Anger, Envy and Detraction, to the great Joy and 
Pleaſure of our Enemies; ſo that when ſuch Prea- 
chers are removed, or when the People come 
to diſlike chem, (as they moſt commonly do 


by degrees, ) they drop from them into the 


Conventicle, and when they are tyrd there, the 
fink at laſt as low as Quakeriſm, or Atheiſm, 
where they are fixt. For as one Sin commonly 
draws on another after it, ſo theſe fooliſh Peo- 
ple having thus ſer out wrong at firſt, and gone 
on ſo far, it is almoſt as impracticable to bring 
them to their right Wits again, as it is to reſtore 
Lunaticks to their Reaſon and Senſe; Even ſome 
of the wiſer Nonconformiſts themſelves have com- 
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this Practice, alledging that this Factious Diſpo- 


ſition in the Hearers of God's Word, hath been 
in all Ages, the Cauſe of much Confuſion in the 


Church of God, and hindred the Fruit of the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, and made them uncapable of Profit by the 


Mord; and if ſo, the People ought to be often 
and ſeriouſly admoniſh'd, to adhere to their own 
proper and lawful Miniſter, leſt they fall into a 
grievous Sin, as a Judgment of God upon them, 
tor Deſpiſing thoſe whom he hath ſer over them, 
under pretence of better Edification. 

Ic has been from the beginning a ſtanding Or- 
der in the Chriſtian Church, and it is a Law of 
our own Conſtitution, that every Paſtor ſhould 
have the Charge of a particular Congregation, 
and every Congregation ſhou'd have their parti- 
cular Paſtor to depend upon, to prevent thoſe 
Confuſions and Diſorders in the Church, which 
we have ſince been involv'd in, for want of the due 
Obſervance of it. It is then a Duty incumbent, 
as upon the Miniſter to take care of his Flock, 
and to feed them; ſo likewiſe upon his Flock to 
hear his Voice, and to be willing to be fed by 


him. 


They therefore, who out of Prejudice, or ſor 


any other Reaſon, hear the Voice of Strangers, 
which our Saviour ſays, (the Sheep that are his 
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| ſelves. For 


will not,) and forſake their own Shepherd, fin 
againſt their own Souls, and not only diſcourage 


him in the Execution of his Office, but openly 


affront his Perſon, and expoſe his Function. So 
that they who think they are better edifid by re- 
pairing to other Churches, and can do theſe things, 
do but too plainly and miſerably deceive them- 

ns our own Miniſters, are Sound and 
Orthodox, Pious and Exemplary, we ſhall certain- 
ly profit more by our Conftant Attendance 
on them, than we fhall do by following Stran- 
gers, let them be never ſo able and popular, ac- 
cording to St. Pauls way of Reaſoning in my Text. 


And this leads me, in the 24. place to ſhew. 


Il. AArmativeh, What true Edification is, an 


wherein it really does conſiſt. | 


Edification (according to the Original import 
of the Word, is a Spiritual Building ; ſignifying, 


that a Chriſtian muſt be always improving hime 


ſelf in the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus, till he 


become perfect and entire, lacking nothing, as the 


Apoſtle expreſſeth it, till he arrives to a right 
Faith, being rooted and grounded in it, and able to 
comprehend with all Saints, what is the Depth and 
Height, Length and Breadth, and to know the Love of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth Knowledee: a Love, a 
Myſtery, which we ſhou'd rather admire, then 

be 
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be deſirous to know and comprehend. 
A falſe Opinion is crept into many miſtaken, 
\ otherwiſe well meaning Chriſtians amongſt us, who 


are apt to imagine, that Edification conſiſts chief- 
ly in the Knowledge of hard andi intricate Points 


of Divinity, and that the plain, eaſy, and only 


neceſſary Truths of the Goſpel, are ſcarce worth 
their Notice, or Enquiry. Indeed the Fefuits and 
the Sectaries. who build upon the Foundation of 
theſe deceitful Workers, craftily handling the Word of 
God, to ſeduce the People from the Church, in- 
dulge and improve this Notion, and humour 
them with it, by perſwading them, that the Know- 
ledge of nice Points, ſuch as Predeſtination and 


Election, the Nature of Angels and their Order, 
the Preſent State of the deceas d, Ec. is ſaving 
and neceflary; and for this the common Peo- 

ple admire them, and account them abler and 


ſounder Teachers, than thoſe who plainly declare 
to them the Will of God, and the Nece ii of Faith 
towards him, and Repentance from Dead Works, Burt 
St. Paul on the contrary, determines that it js ſug#- 
cient to know Jeſus Chriſt and him Crucifid, ie. to 


know him to be the only Son of God, the Saviour 


of the World, the Deſign of his bleſſed Advent, 


(which we are now commemorating) and the 


Nature 
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Nature of his Kingdom. To know the Trinity 
in Unity, as it is reveald in Scripture, and ex- 
plain d by the Catholick Church, together with 
all che other Articles of our Creed, is ſufficient Know- 
ledge of Salvation for plain, honeſt, and well- 
meaning Chriſtians ; ſo that in truth, theſe are the 
only Neceſlary Points which we are commanded 
to ſearch after and hold faſt, without wavering, and 
therefore our Edification is, as the Apoſtle tells 
us, going on to Perfection in the Knowledge of theſe 
things, and in an entire and full Conviction 
of the Certainty of them in our Hearts, ſo as that 
it may work in us, a right Faith, Sincere Re- 
pentance, and the Fruit of good Living. For to be 
a Chriſtian indeed, and a Perfect Man in Chriſt 
Jeſus, we muſt add to our Faith Vertue, to 
Vertue Godlineſs. Our Knowledge of the Chriſti- 
an Doctrine will but enhance our Guilt, if whilſt 
we are improving our Underſtanding, we do not 

regulate our Lives, and mend our Manners too. 
The way to do both with Succeſs, is to place 
Religion not ſo much in hearing Sermons, as in 
reading the Scriptures, and ſaying our Prayers, to 
come to this Beauty of Holineſs, this Repreſentative 
Choir of Angels not out of Courſe or Cuſtom, 
but Zeal and Conlc'ence , to come to Church, not 
Occaſionally, but Conſtantly. At the ſame time that 
we 
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ve joyn together in Publick Prayers, to participate 
together of the Holy Sacrament alſo: and in a 
word to be as attentive to the Reader as the Prea- 
cher, and to a Chapter from the Desh, as to a Sermon 
from the Pulpit. And this brings me in the laſt | 
places. : | 
To lay before you ſome general Directions, 
whereby you may attain to a true, and real, and 
laving Edification. 

Firſt then, we muſt conſider and underſtand 
the Nature and Dignity of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood. 
Secondly, We muſt attend on its Offices with- 

out Prejudice, or Preferring one Miniſter before 
another. 

Thirdly, We muſt conſtantly attend on the 
Publick Service of the Church, at leaſtwiſe on 
Sundays and Holydays, with Humility and Charity. 

Firſt, We muſt conſider, that the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood excels the Levitical,as appears from the follow- 
ing Reaſons (I will preſently ſhew you how to 
make uſe of this Argument to the preſent purpoſe. 

( 1.) The Chriſtian Prieſthood excels the Levi- 
tical, becauſe it is founded upon better Promiſes, 
ſuch as are Heavenly and Spiritual, 

(2, ) Becauſe of its Duration; for the Leviti- 
cal Prieſthood continu'd but for a limited Time: 


but 
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but Chriſt Jeſus, ſaich the Apoſtle, hath an unchange- 
able Prieſthood, not only with reſpe& to himſelf, 
but alſo to his Miniſters on Earth, with whom 
he hath promis d to be preſent, i e. to bleſs them, 
and bleſs the People, whom they bleſs in his Name, 
| and to perpetuate a Succeſſion of them even unto 
the End of the World. | 
Thirdly, Our Saviour himſelf teſtifies, that the 
leaſt Miniſter of the Goſpel, is to be prefer d to 
1 the Prophets under the Law; becauſe the Goſpel 
E 1 is a better Diſpenſation, having greater and more 
| precious Promiſes ; the Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 
and Finiſher of our Faith, becoming not as Moſes, 
only a Temporal Deliverer, but the Author of Eter- 
nal Salvation, to all that obey him. 
Our Saviour ſays of John the Baptiſt, that he 
was the greateſt of all the Prophets, becauſe he came 
in the Power and Spirit of Elias to P.cach Repen- 
| tance unto the People, and fo prepare them for 
the Reception of the Kingdom or Goſpel of the 
| Megiah, which all the Jews expected was im- 
mediately to appear: and becauſe the Baptiſf's 
Doctrine was ſo ſucceſsful, that almoſt all the Jews 
came to his Baptiſm, confe/ſing their Sins. But not- 
withſtanding all this, the leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven is greater than he, that is, the leaſt Mini- 
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ſter of the Goſpel, i. e. with Regard to the Extent 
of, their Power, and the different Nature of their 
Doctrine and Baptiſm. For Firſt, John did no 
Miracles, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt was not yet come, 
becauſe Jeſus was not yet Glorifi d, John 10, 41, 
42. But the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were en- 
du'd with Power from on High, to ſpeak to all Na- 
tions in their own Languages, to Work Miracles, 
by Healing all manner of Diſeaſes, and raifing 9 
the Dead, and to do all this openly, and before | 
all the People, whenever their Preaching needed 
to be confirm'd with Signs following. + | 
And Secondly, with reſpect to the different Na- | 
ture of their Doctrine and Baptiſm ; Jobn only | 
taught che People to believe on one that was to 
come after him; but the Miniſters of Chriſt, not 
only converted Nations to the Faith, but taught 
them Chriſt's Doctrine, whom to believe, and 
what to believe, in order to be ſav d. More- 
over the Baptiſm of John was only the Baptiſin 
of Repentance, but that of Chriſt was Baptiſm for 
| Remiſſion of Sins, and they who had been Baptiz d 
of John were again Baptiz d by St. Paul, that they 
might receive greater Grace and Gifts, as appears 
from the Acts, ch. 5. where we find the Apoſtle 


e > 
* 


r 
. 
- 


asking into what Baptiſm, were ye then Baptix d, [| 
they ſay unto him, into Johns; then he commanded | | 
them to be Baht i&d in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. f 
5 Cc By { 
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By how much then the Chriſtian Prieſthood mY 
cels the Levitical, by ſo much the greater Sin 
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it is, to vilifie or intrude into it. That it is 
a Sin, St. Paul teſtifieth, No Man taketh this: 


Honour to himſelf, but he who is Lawfully call d of 
God, as was Aaron; and as Chriſt ſent the Apo- 


ſtles, ſo the Father conſtituted Chriſt a Prieſt 


with an Oath, the Lord ſware and will not repent, 
thou art a Prieft for ever after the order of Melchi- 


ſedec; and that there might be a perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion of Prieſts, Chriſt gave his Apoſtles Com- 


miſſion to ſend others. As the Father ſent him, 
fo he ſent them, Lo, ſays he, T am with you even unto 
the End of the World, he | 

Either then this Promiſe of Chrift did peculi- 
arly belong tothe Apoſtles, or it did not; if it did 
not, then indeed the Laity may claim as much right 
to the Prieſt hood as our ſelves, and ſo may Preach, 
Baptize and Miniſter in Holy things, as well 
as we; then if we grant this, every one is as much 
a Prieſt as another, which is as much as to grant 


that there is no ſuch thing as a Chriſtian Prieſthood, 


and conſequently no ſuch Reveal'd Religion as Chri- 
ſtianity in the World. Which is the Reaſon why 
the Deiſts (Enemies to all Reveal d Religion) ſo 
virulently of late, but unſucceſsfully, attack 
and aſperſe the Prieſthood. But on the other 


hand, 
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hand, if this Promiſedid peculiarly belong to the 
Apoſtles, then we muſt allow that we had an 
uninterrupted and conſtant Succeſſion of True 
and Lawful Miniſters in all Ages of the Church, 
and conſequently the three Diſtinct Orders of Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, is Lawful; becauſe this 
Order prevail d over all the Chriſtian Woild 
for above 1700. Years ; unleſs we will ſay, that 
Chriſt did not perform his- Promiſe to his A- 
poſtles, which is to make him a Liar, and con- 
ſequently to deny his Godhead, and overthrow his 
Goſpel. Now the Uſe I woud make of this part 
of my Diſcourſe is this; 5 
Since the Dignity of the Chriſtian Prieſthood 
is ſuch, that he, who thruſts himſelf, into it, with- 
out a Lawful Call, is Guilty of the Higheſt Sacri- 
lege, and Rebellion againſt God, ſo thole Sons of Cov 
rab, who invade the Prieſthood, calling themſelves * 

the People of the Lord who are holy, (as Corah and his 
Company did) can never; with all their Conceited 
Gifts and Impulſes, truly Edifie thoſe Poor miſera- 
bly Deluded Souls, who follow them, (and by that 
means encourage them,) under pretence of better 
Ediſication. For tho their Doctrine be ſound 
and wholeſome, tho their Life may be agreeable 
thereunto, yet ſtill they are but falſe and deceit- 
ful Workers. And however ſtrangely Men may 
conceit themſelves to receive more Benefit by fol- 
| C4 > lowing 
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lowing them; this is nothing elſe but N Trick and 


a Deluſion of the Grand Deceiver, to lull Men 
allzep, and leave them undiſturbed in their Sin, 


| leſt a Conviction of it ſhou'd open their Eyes, 


that ſo he may be ſure of rhem in the End, So 
that upon the whole matter, we cannot truly e- 
dify our Souls, but under a Lawful Miniſtry be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible for God to ſer his Seal to a 
Lie, or to give his Bleſſing but to Means which 
are juſt and warrantable, The means of Grace, 
are the Word, Sacraments, Preaching, and Prayer, 


and theſe muſt be adminiſtred by Perſons quali- 
fid and call d by God to diſpenſe the ſame ; to- 


receive Benefit therefore by them, we muſt con- 


ſtantly attend on our Paſtors without prejudice, or 
Preferring one Miniſter before another. Which is 
the Second thing we are to conſider, as uleful to 
help our Edification. 
Wie muſt conſider, that the Holy Scriptures, re- 


commend all Vertues, and condemn all Vices, 


ſuch as Drunkenneſs, Adultery, Fornication, Avarice, 
Schiſm and Diviſions, and tho the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel are to tell Men plainly that unleſs they 


repent of theſe things, they muſt Periſh 2 yet you 


know by too ſad Experience, that if they do in 
in this Caſe diſcharge their Duties faithfully, they 
are ſo unhappy as to be too frequently branded 
with the odious Chracter of a railng, uncharitable, and 
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buſie Sett of Men, as if there were no ſuch Sins in the 
World. J his is no new thing; for even St. Paul, 
as we have heard in the ſecond Leſſon of this Day, 
was tax d by certain lewd Fellows of the baſer ſort, 
with being the Perſon that turn d the World upſide, 
down Act 17. 5. this is ſuch an unaccountable Preju- 
dice that it ought not to be once namd among 
reaſonable Men, much leſs among Cnriſtians. But 
to Ter this paſs, I beg leave to take notice only 
of an Excuſe that many wavering and lukewarm 
Church-men are rather glad, than ſorry, to have 
had an occaſion at this time to make uſe of, in 
juſtification of their Contempt of the Publick Wor- 
ſhip ; they pertly tell us, that the Muiſters themſelves 
are unhappily divided, and they know not who are in 
the right, and therefore tobe ſafe,.reſolve to join to none; 
a left if they did to am, they ſhou d fall into the ſame 
Error with them. But what, is it a new thing that 
has now happen'd? was there ever any Age, ſince 
the beginning of the Goſpel, or any Reign, in 
which we have not had ſome Contentions, and 
Difference in Opinion? are the Clergy Infallible, 
or do they not all unice together in carrying on 
the chief Buſineſs of their Calling? If therefore their 
Contention was, who ſhould be the beſt Subject, 
(as I hope it was) or if any of them have erred, 
out of the height of his Zeal for the Publick Good, 
it was only an Error in Policy, it concerns not 
any of us; it is the buſineſs of the State to take 
| Cognizance 


. The Neceſſity of 
Cognixance of it. But ſince we are all the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, and equally concerned, in the ſame 
common Salvation, ſo ought Men to account of 
us equally, as the Stewards of the Myſteries of the 
Grace of God ; and no difterence in Opinion, in a 
matter of this Nature, ought to alienate our Affecti- 
ons from any of them, or can juſtifie our with- 
drawing our ſelves, from our Attendance on their 
Labours. For we read that even the Apoſtles 
themſelves had Contentions about ſome Indiffe- 
rent Matters among them tor a ſeaſon, St. Paul, 
withſtood St. Peter to his Face, himſelf teſtifies it 
and che Contention between him and Barnabas 

| was ſo great, that they parted aſunder ; and yet 
theſe Differences did not exempt their Converts 
from that Obedience, Love and Eſteem they 
owd them for their Works ſake : who then, Bre- 
thren, is Paul, or who is Apollo? who is this Perſon, 
or that, but Miniſters, as the Lord hath given to 
every one to Profit withal, Chriſt is not divi- 

ded we are all equally his Ambaſſadours, though 
placd in different Order and Stations, ſo Mini- 
ſtring to one another as every one hath received the gift 
of the manifold Grace of God; wha call d in the Church, 
Firſt, Apoſtles, Secondly Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, 
for the work of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the 
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Body of Chriſt ; till we all come into a perfect Man, into the meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, But if notwithſtanding, when 
we have overcome theſe Prejudices, we ſhall afterwards complain 
we cannot profit by ſome Miniſters, by reaſon of their Weakneſs, 
or Natural Incapacity ; give me leave then to obſerve further, that 
this is, becauſe we place too much of our Religion, in hearing 


Sermons, and hardly nothing of it in doing after them. If we 


attended more duly on the Service of the Church, with Seriouſneſs, 
Reverence and Attention, we ſhould Edify more by that, than by 
all the moſt fluent Diſcourſes we hear, how many ſoever they 
be. For our Liturgy is of its ſelf ſufficient ro Edify our Souls, 
becauſe there is not any Article of Faith, nor any Moral Duty, 


but what is contain'd and uſefully apply*d in one part or other of 
it. Another reaſon, why we ſhould prefer the Liturgy to Prea- 


ching is, becauſe it contains thoſe Excellent Prayers, all admirably 


fitted to our particular wants, which being "== offer'd to 


God, will bring down to us, that are Doers of the word, and not 
Hearers only, that Grace of God, which giveth the Increaſe, So 


that in very deed, it is but a poor Excuſe for any one, who neglects 


the Service of the Church, to ſay, it is becauſe he cannot Edify by the 
Preacher, ſeeing the Church hath a Remedy for it, if his Com- 


plaint be juſt ; and if it be not, the fault is not then in the Mini- 


{ter, but in himſelf, In a word, let a Man come to all the Parts of 
our Liturgy, but with an Humble, Teachable, and an unprejudic d 
Heart, he may Edify very well by the meaneſt of thoſe that 
attend at God's Altar. 0 

And this brings me to the Concluſion of my Diſcourſe, the 
Third General Direction; namely that we ſhou'd attend on the 
whole Service of God, in Humility and Charity, of which very briefly. 

Theſe two Chriſtian Graces are inſeparable from one another. 
Humility conſiſts in a low and mean Opinion of our own Worthi- 
neſs, or Performances - and certainly the worſe Opinion I have of 
my ſelf, the better Opinion 1 myſt have of others; and this muſt 
neceſſarily incline me to be more Charitable to them, and to put rhe 
beſt Conitruction upon their Actions. As Humility ſuppoſes a 
Man's Deſire of being a better Man than he thinks he is, ſo Charity 
will not eaſily ſuffer him to ſurmiſe or ſuſpect Evil of others, much 
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giſttates, and Perſons in Power, whether, Civil or Spiritual, to 
whom we owe Obedrence, Reſpect and Honour. We are taught, that 
all our Works and all our Kpowledg, without Charity, are nothing worth ; 
and the Apoſtle aſſures us, that it is impoſible to attain to Edi 
fication without it, for Knowledge paſfeth up, but Charity, edifieth. 
if we entertain the. Thoughts of Injuries and Revenge, they 
will diſcompoſe and diſtract our Minds ſo, that we cannot be at 
leiſure to attend the Service of God with that Warmth, Serrouſe 
neſs and Devotion, becoming the Solemnities of aRelizious Wor— 
ſnip. And how come we now to be fo much troubled, perhaps 
more then heretofore, with theſe Diſtracted and Perplexing 
Thoughts, but from an oſſicious and wanton Liberty, that almoſt 
every one takes to cenſure the Actions of others; to diſpute, and 
take upon us th determine in Matters relating to Government, 
which are things too heh for us. „„ 
Neglecting our own Buſineſs, every one turns Petty Stateſman and 
Politician, cenſuring, and condemning, and hating onc another, 
for we know. not what; aud how unreaſonably do ſuch Men 
complain of Want of Edifying by this or that Mimjier, when none 
of 41:72 can perſuade them to lay aſide their Contentiansand Eumity, 
to ſerve GOD, and /ove one another for his ſake, EP 
O! let all of us henceforth (becanſe the Love of Chriſt conflrain- 
th ug) let all that name his Name, al that wiſh well to the EAA. 
Vlad Church, that honour their Queex, that love their Conntyy, 
and would edifie their Souls, for ever lay down their Hatred, and 
Malice, needleſs Queſtions and Diſputes, and all groundleſs Fears 
and Jealouſies of one another; not believing our Enemies who, to 
diſpirit the Nation, repreſent our Affairs worſe, than they are, be- 
caulc they wiſh they really were ſo; but truſting in God's Providence 
for his futurcPreſcrvation, Support and Geadnels iz the Land of the 
Living; cailing all our Care upon him, by committing our ſelves to 
him in Well-doing ; by #udying to be quiet, and ordering particular- 
ly the Buſineſs of our Calling, religiouſly and conſcientiouſly, by thie 
Word and in the Fear of GOD : that finally being deliver'd from the 
hands of all our Enemies, we may ſerve him without Fear, in Righteouf. 
3 oſs and Holineſs, before him all the days of our Life, Amen. Amen. 
8 I 
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eſsto take pleaſure, in believing, telling er hearing, any ill Stories 
of his Neignibbur and Brother, eſpecially of his Superiaurs, Ma. 
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